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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Unraveling the Complex Web of Educational Options for Children with Disabilities
Protected Tomorrows offers the 411 on IEPs May 14 
LINCOLNSHIRE, IL (March 10, 2013) – Families with special needs are invited to receive impactful information as they learn how to properly navigate the school system for the dreaded Individual Education Program, more commonly known as IEP, during a FREE event. Effective Parental Advocacy at IEP Meetings will be held at the Protected Tomorrows LifeCare Center, 103 Schelter Road, Lincolnshire, Ill., on Tuesday, May 14 from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
Every spring and fall, parents of school-age children with special needs face an IEP meeting. Without proper guidance, parents can feel alone, overwhelmed and without the support their child needs in class. 
Guest speaker Special Ed Attorney Charlie Fox will inform parents about the makings of a successful IEP, which is mandated by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Fox will help parents understand the process, touching on these important points:

· using evaluations for maximum benefit

· getting an appropriate IEP for your child

· planning for transition time

· asking for the provision of assistive technology

As a veteran special education attorney, Fox found his professional path with the beacon light of his son Cole, now 18+, guiding the way. The “catalyst and defining principle” for him when he entered special needs law was his then two-year-old son, who was diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy and needed an advocate.

Following his presentation, Fox will be available for questions along with Teri Bodeman, director of Family Advocacy Services at Protected Tomorrows. 

The professionals at Protected Tomorrows have advocated on behalf of thousands of children with special needs at IEP meetings, making what can seem like a hopelessly complex web of educational options seem more accessible and less scary. 
“No family is without options at IEP meetings,” said Mary Anne Ehlert, founder and president of Protected Tomorrows. “Parents just have to go into it prepared.” 
An estimated 55 million Americans live with a disability, and the number is growing. The Center for Disease Control notes the number of children with autism alone has nearly doubled in the past decade, so more families are in need of this important information to find success for their children in school.
For more information on the event, or to register for it, visit protectedtomorrows.com, email registration@protectedtomorrows.com or call 847-522-8086.

About Protected Tomorrows

Protected Tomorrows, Inc., headquartered in the Chicago suburb of Lincolnshire, is the leader in enhancing the lives of families with members who have special needs.  By guiding families through its comprehensive, proprietary planning process, Protected Tomorrows helps families plan a safe and fulfilling life for a loved one by creating a Future Care PlanTM.  Through their work with clients and the family’s advisors, and alongside of other advocates and legislators, Protected Tomorrows addresses many concerns of families with special needs such as: future care funding, government benefits, legal considerations, residential options, employment opportunities, recreational choices, education options and family communication.  For questions, contact us at info@protectedtomorrows.com or visit www.protectedtomorrows.com.
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