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Lincolnshire-based Special Needs Advocacy Firm Joins Americans 
Acknowledging Strides in the Civil Rights Movement
Protected Tomorrows sets the tone for the “Dream Big” movement
LINCOLNSHIRE, IL (Aug. 28, 2013) - Protected Tomorrows, the nation’s leading special needs advocacy firm, joined America to “let freedom ring” as part of the culmination to the 50th anniversary celebrations for Martin Luther King, Jr.’s famous March on Washington and “I Have a Dream” speech. 
At 2:00 p.m. (CDT) today, organizations from coast to coast, including Protected Tomorrows, participated in The Let Freedom Ring Call to Action Closing Ceremony by ringing a bell in their communities. Protected Tomorrows noted the moment in time through a group photo on its Facebook page.  
King’s march in 1963 was a pivotal point in the U.S. civil rights movement, in which individuals with disabilities eventually played a large role, especially since the signing of the American with Disabilities Act in 1990.
For the past week, Protected Tomorrows’ fans shared their dreams daily through a video or photo with caption via its Facebook page.  From the dreams of a young woman with Down syndrome hoping for full acceptance and a girl with autism wanting to speak with her own voice to dreams fulfilled – a man with autism working in the community for years and a man with cerebral palsy living in his own apartment – they inspired other families.  

A compilation video of the individual dreams will be posted on the Protected Tomorrows Facebook page Aug. 29. 
“We don’t want the momentum to stop!” said Teri Bodeman, director of Family Advocacy Services at Protected Tomorrows. “These individuals have touched many families, so we want the dream-sharing to continue.” 
Protected Tomorrows encourages families with special needs across the country to share their dreams on its Facebook page through the month of September, leading up to its own anniversary celebrations in October.   
For the past decade, Protected Tomorrows has helped families with special needs plan a safe and fulfilling future as parents and guardians took the first step in the Future Care Planning Process by sharing their challenges to overcome, and their successes, hopes and dreams from which to build. 
 “Our hope is that the special needs community continues to dream big and that all of their dreams come true,” said Mary Anne Ehlert, founder and president of Protected Tomorrows.
Learn more about the Protected Tomorrows Dream Big movement at protectedtomorrows.com or call (847) 522-8086.   

About Protected Tomorrows
Protected Tomorrows, Inc. is the leader in enhancing the lives of families with members who have special needs.  By guiding families through its comprehensive, proprietary planning process, Protected Tomorrows helps ensure the well-being of a loved one by creating a Future Care PlanTM.  Through their work with clients and the family’s advisors, and alongside of other advocates and legislators, Protected Tomorrows addresses many concerns of families with special needs such as: future care funding, government benefits, legal considerations, residential options, employment opportunities, recreational choices, education options and family communication.   For questions, contact info@protectedtomorrows.com or visit www.protectedtomorrows.com.
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